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Key facts
For the March 2017 quarter, compared with the December 2016 quarter (seasonally adjusted):





The total volume of retail sales rose 1.5 percent.
Nine of the 15 industries had higher sales volumes.
The motor-vehicle and parts retailing industry had record increases in both sales volume and
value.
The total value of retail sales rose 2.6 percent.
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All values are seasonally adjusted, with comparisons against the previous quarter, unless
otherwise stated.

Total sales volume rises
The total volume of retail sales rose 1.5 percent for the March 2017 quarter. This increase
follows a 0.9 percent rise in the December 2016 quarter.
Nine of the 15 retail industries had higher sales volumes in the latest quarter. The motor-vehicle
and parts industry had the largest rise (up 5.9 percent) – the largest quarterly rise since
the series began.
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Remaining industries with large rises in the March 2017 quarter were:




food and beverage services, up 3.5 percent
electrical and electronic goods, up 5.3 percent
pharmaceutical and other store-based retailing, up 2.8 percent.

The largest falls in the latest quarter were:




supermarket and grocery stores, down 1.5 percent
fuel retailing, down 3.4 percent
specialised food, down 2.7 percent.

In core retail (which excludes the two vehicle-related industries), the sales volume rose 1.2
percent in the March 2017 quarter, after a 0.7 percent rise in the December 2016 quarter.

Total sales value rises
The total value of retail sales rose 2.6 percent ($558 million) in the March 2017 quarter.
This follows a 1.6 percent ($325 million) rise in the December 2016 quarter.
Eleven of the 15 retail industries had higher sales values in the latest quarter.
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Industries with the largest rises in the March 2017 quarter were:





motor-vehicle and parts retailing, up 5.9 percent ($179 million)
fuel retailing, up 6.5 percent ($122 million)
food and beverage services, up 4.0 percent ($96 million)
pharmaceutical and other store-based retailing, up 2.8 percent ($39 million).

Four industries had lower sales in the March 2017 quarter, all with falls under $9 million.
In core retail (which excludes the two vehicle-related industries) the sales value rose 1.6 percent
($257 million) in the March 2017 quarter. This follows a 1.0 percent rise ($158 million) in
the December 2016 quarter.

Trends for sales volume and value rise
The trends for sales volume and value continued to rise in the March 2017 quarter.
Trends for the total volume and for core sales (which excludes the two vehicle-related industries)
have been rising since late 2010. The total sales volume trend has risen 32 percent since
the December 2010 quarter, while the core sales volume trend has risen 30 percent since the
September 2010 quarter.
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The trend for the total sales value has been rising for eight years – up 42 percent since the
March 2009 quarter.
The core sales value trend (which excludes the two vehicle-related industries) has risen 39
percent since the December 2007 quarter.

Sales for motor-vehicles surge to record levels
The volume of sales in the motor-vehicle and parts retailing industry surged to a record 5.9
percent in the March 2017 quarter. This is the largest quarterly increase since the series began,
and follows solid rises of 3.8 percent and 2.3 percent in the December and September 2016
quarters, respectively.
Buoyant sales in both new and used vehicles may have resulted from the growing population,
and the low cost of new vehicles. In actual numbers, New Zealand Transport Agency figures
show increases for registrations of passenger vehicles – up 12 percent in the March 2017
quarter from the same period in 2016.
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Prices (which are not seasonally adjusted) rose 0.1 percent in the latest quarter, following a 1.2
percent rise in the December 2016 quarter.
With the effect of price changes included, the value of sales in this industry rose 5.9 percent
($179 million) in the latest quarter. This dollar-value rise is the largest recorded since the series
began. This follows rises of 4.1 percent ($119 million) and 2.6 percent ($75 million) in the
December and September 2016 quarters, respectively.

The sales volume trend for the motor-vehicle and parts industry has been rising for six and a half
years – up 65 percent since the September 2010 quarter.

Food and beverage services sales up
The volume of sales in the food and beverage services industry rose 3.5 percent in the March
2017 quarter. This is the largest dollar-value increase since the series began, and follows a more
subdued 0.5 percent rise in the December 2016 quarter.
Prices (which are not seasonally adjusted) rose 0.6 percent in the latest quarter, following a 0.4
percent increase in the December 2016 quarter.
With the effect of price changes included, the value of sales in this industry rose 4.0 percent ($96
million) in the latest quarter. This dollar-value rise is the largest recorded since this series began.
This follows a 0.8 percent ($20 million) rise in the December 2016 quarter.
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The trend for food and beverage services sales volume has generally been rising for six and a
half years – up 38 percent since the September 2010 quarter.

All regions show growth in March
Note: The Retail Trade Survey is designed at a national level. Use caution when interpreting
regional-level figures.
The value of sales in the North Island rose 2.3 percent ($365 million) in the March 2017 quarter,
after a 1.4 percent ($224 million) rise in the December 2016 quarter.
The North Island sales increase resulted from:





Auckland – up 1.4 percent ($108 million)
Waikato – up 2.8 percent ($56 million)
Wellington – up 0.9 percent ($18 million)
remainder of the North Island – up 4.4 percent ($183 million).

The value of sales in the South Island rose 2.8 percent ($139 million) in the March 2017 quarter,
after a rise of 1.9 percent ($92 million) in the December 2016 quarter.
The South Island sales increase resulted from:



Canterbury – up 3.7 percent ($104 million)
remainder of the South Island – up 1.6 percent ($36 million).

Actual sales volume and value show increases from 2016
In the March 2017 quarter, compared with the March 2016 quarter:





the volume of total actual retail sales rose 4.6 percent
the value of total actual retail sales rose 6.7 percent (to $21.5 billion)
the volume of core actual retail sales rose 3.8 percent
the value of core actual retail sales rose 4.8 percent (to $16.3 billion).
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Actual stock values up from March 2016
Stock figures are recorded at 31 March 2017. All references to stocks are in actual dollars.
The total value of stock held at 31 March 2017 ($8 billion) was 10 percent ($721 million) higher
than at 31 March 2016. This is the largest dollar-value increase since the stock value series
began in June 1995.
The value of stock for the core retail industries ($5.9 billion) was 6.5 percent ($356 million) higher
than at 31 March 2016.

All 15 retail industries recorded stock increases in the March 2017 quarter compared with
the March 2016 quarter. The largest increases were in:




motor-vehicle and parts retailing – up 21 percent ($345 million)
hardware, building, and garden supplies – up 11 percent ($101 million)
pharmaceutical and other store-based retailing – up 10 percent ($56 million).

Find data tables
For more detailed data from the Retail Trade Survey, see the Excel tables in the 'Downloads'
box.
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Related links
Next release
Retail Trade Survey: June 2017 quarter will be released on 14 August 2017.
Subscribe to information releases, including this one, by completing the online subscription form.
The release calendar lists all information releases by date of release.

Past releases
Retail Trade Survey has links to past releases.

Data quality
Retail Trade Survey: March 2017 quarter – DataInfo+
Methodology used for this release and revisions to provisional values published in our previous
release.
Retail Trade Survey data collection methodology – DataInfo+
General methodology used to produce retail trade survey statistics.
Retail Trade Survey definitions – DataInfo+
Definitions of terms and concepts used in this release.
Principles and protocols for producers of Tier 1 statistics
Statistics in this release are produced in accordance with the Official Statistics System principles
and protocols for producers of Tier 1 statistics for quality. They conform to the Statistics NZ
Methodological Standard for Reporting of Data Quality.

Related links
The latest movements in related series were as follows:
The Consumers Price Index: March 2017 quarter rose 1.0 percent from the December 2016
quarter.
On Infoshare, New Zealand Transport Agency figures showed new registrations of cars and
station wagons (including cars previously registered overseas) rose 12 percent in the March
2017 quarter from the same quarter in 2016.
The Retail Trade Survey includes sales for new and used passenger vehicles, motor cycles,
trailers, tyres, and vehicle parts retailing only. Sales for commercial vehicles (eg business
vehicles, trucks, and buses) are more likely to be included in the quarterly Wholesale Trade
Survey.
Credit card billings in New Zealand, including spending using New Zealand and overseas-issued
cards, rose 7.1 percent in the March 2017 quarter from the same period in 2016.
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The Reserve Bank of New Zealand's Official Cash Rate made no changes during the March
2017 quarter.
International Travel and Migration: March 2017 reported New Zealand had a record net gain of
71,900 migrants in the year ended March 2017.
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Contacts
For media enquiries contact:
Neil Kelly
Christchurch 03 964 8957
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
For technical information contact:
Craig Liken or Kathy Hicks
Christchurch 03 964 8374 or 964 8351
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
For general enquiries contact our Information Centre:
Phone: 0508 525 525 (toll free in New Zealand)
+64 4 931 4600 (outside New Zealand)
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
Subscription service:
Subscribe to information releases, including this one, by completing the online subscription form.
Correction notifications:
Subscribe to receive an email if a correction notice is published for Retail Trade Survey.
Unsubscribe to correction notifications for Retail Trade Survey.
Subscribe to all to receive an email if a correction notice is published for any of our information
releases.
Unsubscribe to all if you change your mind.
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Tables
See the following Excel and CSV tables in the ‘Downloads’ box on this page. If you have
problems viewing the files, see opening files and PDFs.
1. Actual retail sales values, by quarter by industry
2. Actual retail sales volumes expressed in September 2010 quarter prices, by quarter by
industry
3. Seasonally adjusted retail sales values, by quarter by industry
4. Seasonally adjusted sales volumes expressed in September 2010 quarter prices, by
quarter by industry
5. Retail sales value trends, by quarter by industry
6. Retail sales volume trends expressed in September 2010 quarter prices, by quarter by
industry
7. Actual retail sales values, by geographical region
8. Actual core retail sales values, by geographical region
9. Seasonally adjusted retail sales values, by geographical region
10. Retail sales value trends, by geographical region
11. Actual retail stock values at end of quarter, by industry
12. Retail summary, by quarter
13. Retail trade sales deflators by industry, percentage change from previous quarter and
from same quarter previous year
We have added machine-readable, zipped CSV files of the tables to the downloadable files, as a
trial. Use the form below to send us feedback about them.

Access more data on Infoshare
Use Infoshare to access time-series data specific to your needs. For this release, select the
following category from the homepage:
Subject category: Industry sectors
Group: Retail Trade (ANZSIC06) - RTT

Next release
Retail Trade Survey: June 2017 quarter will be released on 14 August 2017.
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