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Preface

AGRICU LTURE remains an important sector in the New Zealand economy.

It makes a significant contribution to the nation’s overseas earnings both
directly, and indirectly as a major contributor to the manufacturing industry.
Agriculture is a dynamic industry which has responded to such challenges
as removal of subsidies for farm products and inputs, the fluctuations in the
global marketplace and the vicissitudes of New Zealand’s climatic conditions.

The statistics contained in this volume reflect the responses to these challenges
through the changes in patterns and levels of farming activity.

Most of the information is from the 1996 Agriculture Production Survey
conducted by Statistics New Zealand. Changes in the market conditions facing
agriculture come from the Farm Expenses Price Index series.

This volume also includes statistics from the Sheep and Beef Farm Survey
conducted by the New Zealand Meat and Wool Board’s Economic Services
and Dairy statistics prepared by the Livestock Improvement Corporation on
behalf of the New Zealand Dairy Board, as well as statistics compiled by the
Wool Board and the Overseas Investment Commission. These organisations
have kindly permitted us to publish some of the results from their surveys in
this report.

The co-operation of the farming community and its allied organisations is
gratefully acknowledged. | appreciate their efforts and look forward to their
continued support in the future.

Regrettably, a review of statistics priorities undertaken as part of the 1997/98
budget has resulted in us ceasing the annual Agriculture Production Survey.
The soon-to-be-released Review of Agriculture Statistics Report 1998 has
recommended that Statistics New Zealand undertakes the collection of
Agriculture Production Statistics on a three yearly cycle. Statistics New
Zealand will be working with Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and
industry representatives to fund this proposal.
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Statistics on agriculture

This report contains just a fraction of the total information available on
agriculture.

Detailed time-series are displayed on INFOS for Windows, Statistics New
Zealand’s on-line database, and the sophisticated CD-ROM technology of
SUPERMAP3. There is also a comprehensive range of publications available.

Our Express Stats service can supply standard and non-standard tables to
you in hard copy or computer formats.

Hot Off The Press releases provide the latest summary statistics immediately
the data is cleared for release. You can receive this information by post,
facsimile or electronic mail.

Just contact Information and Consultancy Services to find out exactly what is
available.

Information and Consultancy Services

Your gateway to Statistics New Zealand.

Each year, we collect over 60 million pieces of information. New Zealanders
tell us how and where they live; their work, spending and recreation. We also
collect a complete picture of business in New Zealand. This valuable resource
is yours to use. But with all the sophisticated options available, finding exactly
what you need can sometimes be a problem.

Information guides. Our Information and Consultancy Services provide the
answer. They are the people who know what information is available, and
how it can be used to your best advantage. Think of them as your guides to
Statistics New Zealand.

Giving you the answers. Information and Consultancy Services will answer
your questions on statistics. Consultants will answer simple questions free of
charge. More extensive answers may sometimes incur costs, but we always
give you a free no-obligation quote before going ahead.



Standards

B Percentage changes

Percentage movements are, in a
number of cases, calculated using
data of greater precision than
published. This could resultin slight
variations.

B Rounding procedures

On occasion, figures are rounded to
the nearest thousand or some other
convenient unit. This may result in
a total disagreeing slightly with the
total of the individual items as
shown in tables. Where figures are
rounded the unit is in general
expressed in words below the table
headings, but where space does not
allow this the unit may be shown as
(000) for thousands, etc.

B Changes of base

Where consecutive figures have
been compiled on different bases
and are not strictly comparable, a
footnote is added indicating the
nature of the difference.

m Values

All values are shown in New
Zealand currency, except where
otherwise stated.

W Source

All data is compiled by Statistics
New Zealand, except where
otherwise stated.

m Symbols

The interpretation of the
symbols used throughout this
report is as follows:

- nil or zero

-- amount too small to be
expressed

figures not available
not applicable

R revised

P provisional

E early estimate
C confidential

S  suppressed
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