
1

2023 Census data 
and how to access it

Customer session 10 October 
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2023 Census data 
Individuals and dwellings release
3 October 
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Topics and Concepts

• Population counts 
o Ethnic group
o Age
o Gender 
o Iwi affiliation
o Māori descent

• Dwelling counts

• Totals by topic counts for each variable about 
people and dwellings
o Population structure
o Ethnicity, culture and identity
o Health 
o Activity limitations
o Education and training
o Work and income
o Transport
o Housing
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Population data by gender

2023 Census data will be output by gender, (male, 
female, another gender) instead of by sex (male, 
female). 

This aligns with the updated data standard for 
gender, sex, and variations of sex characteristics, 
published in 2021.

More information:

Gender, sex, and LGBTIQ+ concepts in the 2023 
Census

https://www.stats.govt.nz/methods/data-standard-for-gender-sex-and-variations-of-sex-characteristics/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/methods/data-standard-for-gender-sex-and-variations-of-sex-characteristics/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/methods/gender-sex-and-lgbtiq-concepts-in-the-2023-census/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/methods/gender-sex-and-lgbtiq-concepts-in-the-2023-census/


5

New LGBTIQ+ related concepts
Cisgender and transgender status

• Refers to the relationship between someone's sex at birth and their gender. 

• "Cisgender" refers to a person whose sex at birth and gender are the same.

• "Transgender" refers to a person whose sex at birth and gender are different.

• Data for the transgender population includes data for those who responded 
“another gender”.

Sexual identity

• Includes heterosexual (or straight), homosexual (gay or lesbian), bisexual, 
and other sexual identities.

Variations of sex characteristics (intersex)

• Those who know they were born with an innate genetic, hormonal, or 
physical sex characteristics that do not conform to medical norms for female 
or male bodies.

Belonging to the LGBTIQ+ population in general

• We also produce data for the LGBTIQ+ population as a whole, which 
combines the categories transgender, sexual minorities, and people born 
with a variation of sex characteristics. Note people can belong to one or more 
of these categories. 

Counts for these 
topics were 

released as part 
of "Totals by 
Topic" on 3 

October
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Where to access the new data
News stories and information releases

News stories 

• 2023 Census shows 1 in 20 adults belong to 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s LGBTIQ+ population

• Home ownership increases and housing 
quality improves

• Census results reflect Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
diversity

• Ka whakaata te Tatauranga i te kanorau o 
Aotearoa

Information releases

• 2023 Census population, dwelling, and 
housing highlights 

https://www.stats.govt.nz/news/2023-census-shows-1-in-20-adults-belong-to-aotearoa-new-zealands-lgbtiq-population/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/news/2023-census-shows-1-in-20-adults-belong-to-aotearoa-new-zealands-lgbtiq-population/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/news/home-ownership-increases-and-housing-quality-improves/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/news/home-ownership-increases-and-housing-quality-improves/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/news/census-results-reflect-aotearoa-new-zealands-diversity/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/news/census-results-reflect-aotearoa-new-zealands-diversity/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/news/ka-whakaata-te-tatauranga-i-te-kanorau-o-aotearoa/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/news/ka-whakaata-te-tatauranga-i-te-kanorau-o-aotearoa/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/information-releases/2023-census-population-dwelling-and-housing-highlights/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/information-releases/2023-census-population-dwelling-and-housing-highlights/
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Where to access the new data
Aotearoa New Zealand as a village of 100 people

Aotearoa New Zealand as a village of 100 people

Aotearoa New Zealand as a village of 100 people

Presents an overview of New Zealand's population based on 2023 Census data. It describes our population as if 

the country were a village of 100 people.

Embedded on the page, with a text alternative below. 

Te reo Māori and English versions are downloadable as PDFs. 

https://www.stats.govt.nz/infographics/aotearoa-new-zealand-as-a-village-of-100-people
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Where to access the new data 
Geospatial files and webmaps

2023 Census maps and data (arcgis.com)

New map:
Change in occupied and unoccupied private 
dwellings between the 2018 and 2023 
Censuses 
Available by regional council, territorial 
authority local board, and SA2 geographies. 

Updated maps: 
• Population change
• Population change by age group
• Population change by ethnic group
• Māori descent population change
Updated to include data by SA2 (in addition to 
regional council and territorial authority local 
board). 

https://2023census-statsnz.hub.arcgis.com/
https://2023census-statsnz.hub.arcgis.com/apps/e416e2695f3b4b9c96831efb4c7df1da
https://2023census-statsnz.hub.arcgis.com/apps/e416e2695f3b4b9c96831efb4c7df1da
https://2023census-statsnz.hub.arcgis.com/apps/e416e2695f3b4b9c96831efb4c7df1da
https://2023census-statsnz.hub.arcgis.com/apps/51920290c2974bc8a2ad01772988402f/explore
https://maps-by-statsnz.hub.arcgis.com/apps/896f1651a1e34e96be6081391d650ecd/explore
https://maps-by-statsnz.hub.arcgis.com/apps/896f1651a1e34e96be6081391d650ecd/explore
https://2023census-statsnz.hub.arcgis.com/apps/f67fd1c539034c328954ffbd4f817673
https://maps-by-statsnz.hub.arcgis.com/apps/530689dc8c5445fdb64f41769de95bdb/explore
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Where to access the data
Aotearoa Data Explorer

Aotearoa Data Explorer 

Aotearoa Data Explorer (ADE) is our new data tool that has 
replaced NZ.Stat. 

You can use this tool to customise, view, and download 
detailed data tables. 

On 3rd October we released: 
• Population counts by ethnic group, age, and gender

• Dwelling counts

• Iwi affiliation and Māori descent counts

• totals by topic counts for each of the variables about 
people and dwellings, national and subnational to 
SA1.

https://explore.data.stats.govt.nz/
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Aotearoa Data Explorer

• User guides,

o Aotearoa Data Explorer user guide | Stats NZ

o Stats NZ's Aotearoa Data Explorer (ADE) - YouTube

• Totals by Topic (TBT) tables are now provided on 

Aotearoa Data Explorer (excel documents in 2018). 

• Aotearoa Data Explorer does not display more than 8,000 

data points in the web browser table. The data is still 

available for download if it is selected in the filters.

https://www.stats.govt.nz/tools/aotearoa-data-explorer/ade-user-guide/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRcrk0Gal8MzVTzhT_8tHYmD5nPDdn3T2
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Finding data in ADE

What

The concepts 

we’re looking at

Who

Subject 

population

Where

What geographic 

areas

When

What census 

years
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Where to access the new data 
Te Whata

2023 Census individuals and dwelling data by iwi affiliation and Māori descent is 
available on Te Whata.

• Te Whata is a by iwi, for iwi data platform developed by Te Kāhui Raraunga, the 
operational arm of the Data Iwi Leaders Group.

• The first release of data  was on 29 May, the second release on 26 September and the 
next release will be 31 October. 

• On Te Whata, datasets are presented in ways that are meaningful and relevant to Iwi 
Māori.

• View Te Whata at tewhata.io

http://tewhata.io
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Resources to support
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2023 Census product and release finder

• Shows a detailed list of products and what data will be published in them

• Lets you know when data will be published

• You can search by key word or by using filters. 2023 Census product and release finder

https://www.stats.govt.nz/assets/Tools/2023-Census-product-and-release-finder/2023-census-product-and-release-finder.xlsx
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Guides
Overview of data available

Overview of data available from the 2023 Census

See an overview of the types of census data 

available and where to find out more information 

about it, including:

• census topics, concepts, and variables

• census years

• geographic levels

• classification levels.

Use this for a simple overview of what data 
is output, including what concepts are in 
each topic, and classification levels

https://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/overview-of-data-available-from-the-2023-census/
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Information by concept

2023 Census of Population and Dwellings - Information by concepts 

• Definition

• Overall quality rating

• Priority level

• Subject population

• How this data is classified

• Question format

• How this data is used

• Data sources

• Missing and residual responses

• Data quality processes

• Recommendations for use and further information

• Previous censuses information by variable.

https://datainfoplus.stats.govt.nz/Item/nz.govt.stats/1202981d-29f6-4ab1-9478-0db8f777983d
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Online training modules Modules will be updated 

and added as new 

information is available

2023 Census customer training modules

https://rise.articulate.com/share/8v5iz_LJwh30Wxf0cddgR7MviFf_D8lt#/
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Services to support
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Customer Services and engagement

Information Centre

Get in touch with the Information Centre by:

Live chat on stats.govt.nz
0508 525 525

0508 525 525
info@stats.govt.nz

info@stats.govt.nz
Online form

Online form

Engagement about 2023 Census data

• Find out about opportunities to engage
• Request a bespoke training session for your organisation.

https://www.stats.govt.nz/services/information-centre/
../0508%20525%20525
mailto:info@stats.govt.nz
https://www.stats.govt.nz/contact-us/contact-form/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/2023-census/engagement-about-2023-census-data/
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Customised data services

Customised data requests

You can request customised datasets if you 
require:
• more detailed or older data than what’s 

available online
• a different format or layout than we’ve 

provided
• one-on-one help from an expert
• data sooner than it will be available in 

published outputs. 

Te Ara Takatū (customised iwi data requests)

Stats NZ work with iwi to enable greater access to 

data and the insights data can provide. As part of 

this, we offer census data to iwi and iwi-related 

groups through Te Ara Takatū.

Iwi data requests will be available through Te Ara 

Takatū on the same dates as the Te Whata releases.

https://www.stats.govt.nz/services/customised-data-services/
https://www.stats.govt.nz/services/customised-data-services/te-ara-takatu-census-data-for-iwi-and-iwi-related-groups/
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Upcoming 2023 Census data releases
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Coming up in the next releases

Date Data release

23  October Electoral data release - number of electorates and electoral populations

31 October

Te Whata: Families, extended families, and households data release by
Māori descent and iwi affiliation
Te Ara Takatū customised iwi data requests on families, extended families, and 
households data

7 November
Families, extended families, and households data release:
Aotearoa Data Explorer – totals by topic (national and subnational to SA1) 
Customised data requests for families, extended families, and households data

26 November Place and Ethnic group summaries

3 December
Aotearoa Data Explorer – top topic tables 
Geospatial files – totals by topic to SA1 and SA2 
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Census topic releases in 2025

February March April May June July

Iwi 
affiliation 
& Māori 
descent

Ethnicity, 
culture, & 
identity

Housing

Families & 
households

Activity 
limitations

Work & 
income

Education & 
training

Transport

Population 
structure

Location

Health

Families & 
households 
by ethnicity



Ngā mihi
Thank you
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